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Catholic Weekly News

TR 200 years of the Blessed Sacra-
ment celebrated at the “birth-
place” of the Church in Australia

Hundreds of people, including
bishops from all around the
country, filled Sydney’s beloved
St Patrick’s Church Hill on Sunday 6 May for an historic Mass
commemorating 200 years of the preservation of the
Blessed Sacrament in Australia.

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP, who presided over the Mass,
pointed out that the site of St Patrick’s could be considered
the birthplace of the Catholic Church in Australia.

“You might even say that the Church in Australia was born
here as the laity raised an irrepressible cry for the sacra-
ments.”

“The Church of Australia which began here all those years
ago could never have imagined what was ahead for us 200
years later. They probably thought that they were doomed,
that things were desperate, that they might never have the
sacraments or a priest. And look at what was built in the
generations after.”
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