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= HOW DOES one of the country’s leading
scientists keep on top of her game in her
professional, family, and spiritual life?

= | The University of NSW Professor and chemical
engineer Rose Amal says that her friendship
with God has a lot to do with it.

“Faith is just part of my life,” she says. “For me faith is my
relationship with God and | sort of take it everywhere; | take it to
work and for me it’s very important before making any decision
to pray first, to talk to God.” “Sometimes I’'m not sure what to do,
so | ask for his guidance and just try to do my best.”

The long-time parishioner of St Andrew’s Malabar this month
was awarded a Companion of the Order of Australia Award(AC)
for service to chemical engineering, particularly in the field of
particle technology.

The researcher and academic was also honoured for her
contribution to women in science as a role model and mentor.

She’s been named among Australia’s top 100 most influential
engineer elected to the Australian Academy of Science.

But the Queen’s Birthday honour was very special, she says.

“l was surprised and also very honoured to receive this recogni-
tion from my country and my peers.”

Rose is passionate about the environment and her work is
aimed at finding sustainable sources of energy so as to meet the
needs of future generations.

She’s doing leading research into the harnessing of solar energy
and converting it into chemical energy which can then be used
to clean water or purify air, or to produce hydrogen which can
then be used for sustainable energy source.

Rose, her husband Stephan, and their two children are familiar
faces at their parish. Rose has volunteered at St Andrews as one
of the music coordinators of the family choir since 2004.

She also helps to organise parish morning teas or “whatever is
needed.”

She said it’s quite obvious that she’s a Catholic at work. “If
someone goes to my office they can see it, and by a lot of the
things | say in meetings they’d know I'm a Christian - not that |
try to preach but I think they know by my actions.”

Through her involvement with the Australian Academy of
Science and also the Australian Academy of Technology, Science
and Engineering, she encourages high school students, particu-
larly girls, to take up STEM subjects (science, technology,
engineering and maths).

“Sometimes people do not know that it's something girls can do
as well as boys,” she says. “It’s important to have that diversity.”
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